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Travel News

W Retreat & Spa Vieques

As Europe's temperatures plummet, a new ray of sunshine comes courtesy of W Hotels. The
group has just opened a Caribbean outpost on the small island of...%

The Savoy, London

After an extensive three year, £200m
renovation, the Savoy has finally reopened. The
jewelin the Fairmont...%

er 2010

Beirut's new movers and shakers

Beirut is a city with an identity crisis. Is it Arab,
Mediterranean or European? Muslim or
Christian?...%

Best Business Hotels 2010

Wallpaper* has once again teamed up with
Fortune magazine to celebrate the best new
business hotels around... %

Claridge's new suites, by Diane von
Furstenberg
Even icons need a bit of updating once in a

while, something fashion designer Diane von
Furstenberg knows...%

Best Business Hotels 2009

Once again we join forces with Fortune
magazine to select the 50 most stylish new, or
revamped...%

City Short: Rotterdam Wallpaper* Top 200 :
Iy : : lpaper...10p ; Wallpaper*: Taiwan revealed
Offbeat and fiercely committed to the new, This menth Wallpaper* gives you 20 terrific
Rotterdam is home to a number of respected reasons to be in ether Mexico, USA, Great Asian hipsters have long flocked to Taiwan for

architects and... %

witzerland, .. % its unbeatable combination of jaw-dropping
scenery, culture,...%

Beirut's new movers and shakers...

'The
perfect
Christmas
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The new W Retrest & Sps fronts to besches on the small island on Vieques

W Retreat & Spa Vieques

TRAVEL

By

John Francis Bowyer

As Europe's temperatures plummet, a new INFORMATION
ray of sunshine comes courtesy of W
Hotels. The group has just cpened a
Caribbean outpost on the small island of
Vieques, designed by Patricia Urguiola, in
collaboration with Sierra Cardona Ferrer
Architects. Together, they have given
earthy rusticity an elegant, modern rethink,
with wood cladding, dark cement floors,
geometric screens and - of course - a
smattering of B&B Htalia furniture designed
by Urguiola herself.

ehLike [ 18 people like this.

See more of W Retreat & Spa Vieques

Eight miles off the coast of Puerto Rico,
Vieques is an island with a colourful past -
it was once a stronghold for pirates and
also served time as a US naval base. Now
free from military shackles, it's a verdant,
peaceful island with minimal tourist
development - save for the new W Retreat
& Spa (the brand's second worldwide), set
on a 30-acre stretch, fronting two
beaches.

The abundance of wood used throughout
the hotel helps it sit comfortably in its
surrounds. Inside, Urguiola has adepthy
mixed local recycled materials, organic
forms and textures with modern brass
lighting by the likes of Tom Dixen, her own
bespoke furniture for B&B Halia and sofas
from Moroso. Bathrooms include a specially
designed, oversized Urquiola bathtub,
made from painted steel.

There's also a big emphasis on geometry,
seen in the fabrics in the living reom and
the hexagonal screens in the restaurants -
of which there are four, under the helm of
mufti-Michelin-starred French chef, Alain
Ducasse. Added to these is a separate spa
pavilion, should guests tire themzelves out
on the beach.



