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Vieques, a beautiful island off the east coast of Puerto Rico, offers a unique blend of pristine beaches, wild horses, and the famous Bioluminescent Bay. It is a beautiful destination with clear waters full of marine life and amazing beaches. Vieques makes for an ideal honeymoon destination or family getaway and can be visited in a day or as part of a several-day visit. 








Getting to Vieques




Getting to Vieques isn’t exactly the easiest task from the US, but there are several ways to get there. 




Flights to Vieques 




The quickest and easiest way to get to Vieques is by plane.  There are flights from the San Juan Airport (SJU) that only take 25 minutes and cost around $300-$400 on Cape Air.




Another option is to fly from Ceiba (RVR). The flight is extremely short so you will only be in the air for 15 minutes. The flights are much more affordable, around $50. 




For flights, a great option is to land in San Juan and spend a few days in San Juan and Fajardo before moving on to Ceiba to take a flight to get to the island.  








The Ferry from Ceiba




For those seeking a more budget-friendly route, the ferry from Ceiba is a great choice. It’s important to check the ferry schedule in advance as it can change due to weather conditions or maintenance.




The best way to take the ferry is to first check the schedule online and purchase tickets online. 




If tickets are unavailable you can check at the terminal in Ceiba, but it’s advisable to arrive early, especially during peak seasons or holidays, as the ferry can fill up quickly.




Day Trips




If you are not looking to spend the night on Vieques you can take a day trip. Most day trips start at the dock in Fajardo or San Juan before making your way to the island. 








Depending on the trip you book, it can include swimming and snorkeling in crystal-clear waters, snacks and drinks, and even a barbeque lunch. 




Private Charters 




The most flexibility will be with a private charter that will take you to the beautiful beaches of Vieques. You can make the most of your trip to Vieques with a customizable experience. 




Vieques is a gem in the Caribbean that promises an unforgettable experience. Whether you choose the quick flight or the scenic ferry ride, the journey is part of the adventure. Once there, the island’s natural beauty and relaxed pace of life will ensure your visit is a memorable one. Remember, planning and preparation are key to a seamless and enjoyable trip to this enchanting island.




Things To Do In Vieques




Vieques is a beautiful island with plenty to do if you want fun in the sun.




1. Bioluminescent Bay Tours




Perhaps the most magical experience in Vieques is visiting the Mosquito Bioluminescent Bay, one of the brightest in the world. The water here sparkles with bioluminescent organisms, creating a surreal, star-like effect when disturbed. Kayaking tours at night offer a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to witness this natural wonder.




2. Beach Hopping




Vieques boasts some of the Caribbean’s most beautiful beaches. Playa Negra, known for its unique black sand, is a must-visit. For those seeking tranquility, Playa Caracas (Red Beach) offers crystal-clear waters and serene landscapes. Don’t miss Playa La Chiva, a long stretch of white sand and turquoise waters, perfect for snorkeling.




3. Horseback Riding




Explore the island’s rural landscape on horseback. Several local companies offer guided tours, taking you through lush trails, along beaches, and into the hills, offering breathtaking views of the island and sea.








4. Historical and Cultural Exploration




Fortín Conde de Mirasol, the last Spanish fort built in the Americas, is now a museum showcasing Vieques’ history and culture. The island also has a strong artistic community, with numerous galleries and studios displaying local art.




5. Eco-Tours and Wildlife Observation




Vieques National Wildlife Refuge, covering a significant portion of the island, offers incredible biodiversity. Birdwatchers and nature lovers can enjoy guided eco-tours to observe local flora and fauna, including wild horses roaming freely.




6. Scuba Diving and Snorkeling




The clear waters surrounding Vieques are ideal for scuba diving and snorkeling. The island’s coral reefs are teeming with marine life, offering divers and snorkelers a chance to swim alongside tropical fish, sea turtles, and even dolphins.




7. Local Gastronomy




Vieques’ culinary scene is a delightful blend of traditional Puerto Rican cuisine and innovative dishes. Fresh seafood is a staple, and local restaurants in the towns of Isabel Segunda and Esperanza offer a range of dining experiences, from casual eateries to upscale dining.




8. Sunset Watching




End your day by watching a breathtaking sunset. Sun Bay, with its calm waters and soft sand, is a popular spot for witnessing the spectacular Caribbean sunsets, providing a perfect backdrop for an evening of relaxation.








Vieques Accommodations




The island is small but there are several great options for places to stay during your visit to the island. 




El Blok Hotel – If you are looking for a modern boutique hotel in the heart of Esperanza, El Blok is known for its unique architecture and eco-friendly design. With a rooftop terrace, exquisite dining, and contemporary rooms, it’s ideal for travelers looking for style and comfort.




Hacienda Tamarindo – This charming guesthouse offers a more intimate experience. Each room is uniquely decorated, reflecting the island’s culture and history. With stunning sea views and a personal touch, it’s perfect for a cozy, authentic stay.




Casa de Amistad – Located in Isabel Segunda, this guesthouse is known for its friendly atmosphere and lovely courtyard pool. It’s a great choice for those who appreciate a home-like setting and local interactions.




Vieques Beachfront Villas – For those who dream of waking up to the sound of waves, renting a beachfront villa is ideal. These private villas offer comfort and seclusion, with direct access to some of the island’s most beautiful beaches.
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